
2Right-size Your
Cloud Configuration

Many organizations pick a cloud configuration 
based on a 2-year projection of where they’d 
like to be, but with the easy scalability 
offerings from cloud vendors, aspirational 
cloud buys are simply a money dump.

PROBLEM

Right-size your cloud configuration by 
assessing your usage patterns and existing 
infrastructure. Base your configuration on 
shorter-term goals so as not to waste 
valuable resources as you scale and grow 
your business.

SOLUTION

3Take Advantage of 
Spot Instances

4Consider Single-cloud
 Instead of Multi-cloud

Reserved Instances are cloud computing 
reserved well in advance (1-3 years) offered at 
a discounted rate. The problem is, not all 
organizations can realistically commit that far 
in advance to take advantage of the cost 
savings.

PROBLEM

Spot Instances are extra cloud computing 
power that is up for auction for short-term 
and last-minute use, and the cost can be up to 
80% off the cost of on-demand prices. Spot 
Instances are perfect for short tests or quick 
projects.

SOLUTION

Multi-cloud is the most popular trend in cloud 
computing these days, but the benefit of 
avoiding vendor lock-in can bring up other 
challenges, such as the expense of moving 
resources from one vendor to another and 
administrative costs.

PROBLEM

For organizations with simple cloud needs, 
single-cloud might be a better option. Many 
cloud vendors offer significant volume 
discounts if you reach certain spending tiers, 
and the value of those savings might 
outweigh the benefits of using multiple 
vendors.

SOLUTION
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1Identify Unused or
Under-utilized Resources 

Each wasted unit in the cloud translates to 
real dollars on your bill. Some examples of 
common cloud waste are oversized 
infrastructure, VMs that were spun up for 
training or testing, dated snapshots that are 
holding storage space, unattached volumes, 
and idle load balancers.

PROBLEM

Investing in detailed auditing and reporting 
will help you understand where your unused 
resources lie and allow you to eliminate or 
consolidate as needed.

SOLUTION
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